Sir Philip Sidney.              [1584-

"yet," says the same trustworthy informant, "he
perceived her governors to sit at home in their soft
chairs, playing fast and loose with those that ven-
tured their lives abroad." He was anxious to em-
bark on an enterprise by which, as he wisely judged,
and as events proved, a more effective blow might
be struck at Spain than could come from any fight-
ing in the Low Countries, and one in which he would
be too well out of reach for any arm-chair governors
to play fast and loose with him.

This was no hasty notion. The part he took in
the sending out of Raleigh's second Virginian expe-
dition has already been mentioned. That expedition
left England in April, 1585 ; and with Ralph Lane,
who went out as governor of the young colony, it is
clear that Sidney had fully discussed further projects.
Lane had not been long in Virginia before he wrote
thus, on the I2th of August, to his friend: "We
have, by our dwelling upon the islands of St. John
and Hispaniola for the space of five weeks, so dis-
covered the forces thereof, with the infinite riches of
the same, as that I find it an attempt most honour-
able, feasible and profitable, and only fit for yourself
to be chief commander in. This entry would so gall
the King of Spain as it would direct his forces, that
he troubleth your part of Christendom with, into
these parts, where he cannot greatly annoy us with
them. And how greatly a small force would garboil
him here, when two of his most richest and strongest
islands took alarms at us, not only landing, but
dwelling upon them with only a hundred and twenty
men ! I refer it to your judgment. Finding, by my